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*; By reafon of the multitude of Opprefſions, they 
e the Oppreſſed to cry: They cry out by reaſon of the 
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Tithes are no Goſpel- Miniſters Maintenance. 


1 N 
A Briefand Plein Method, how that Tithes 
(as now patd) are both inconſi ſtent with 
the Diſpeafation of the Law; and the Dif- 
penſation of the Goſpel. | 
Alſo; how they were brought into the Chtirch man 


Hundred Years after Chriſt, and Teſtified —_— 
by ſeveral Ancient Chriſtians and MArtyrss 


With ſeveral Sober Reaſons againſt the Payment of them. 
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Preface to the Reader; 
0 tn, THE 


Author's Apology for this Book, 


6 Wins ſeveral Books have been Pubs 


liſhed heretofore, treating of the ſame 
 Subjeft as this ſmall Treatiſe doth, 
but far exceeding the limits thereof ; yet 1 
am pot. without hope, but this alſo may 


prove a means or help for the Satufattion 


of ſome, that may probably be. in Doabt, 
ws Tithes, EN paid, are warrant- 
able by Scriptare for the Maintaining of 4 
Goſpel-Miniftry : Which Dogbt ( I think } 
the Impartial will find removed, or anſwered, 
as they ſeriouſly peraſe the ſame ; although 
the Stile therein may ſeem to ſome to be in a 
mean and plain manner : But let ſuch know, 
T am no learned Academick, but a poor 
Mechanick, and have endeavoured to be 
intelligible unto all, And if it be liable to 

A 2 the 
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_ —— 'The Preface to the Reader. 


the wa of ſome of thoſe that = think 


themſelves immediately concerned, when they 
ſee their Craft to be in Danger, let ſuch 
make it appear, that it i contrary to the 
naked Truth, and far be it from. me to 
Taſtifie or Maint4in the ſame :- But if #t 
appear to be the Truth ( as I hope nothing 
will be found fo the contrary ) then TI deſire 
it may prevail ad proſper over all Falſheo4 
and Error. 

Tet I would have none think, that I do 
believe the whole Body of the Clergy of 
England to be equally guilty of Oppref- 
tion, &c. I ſay, Nay; but that there are 
ſeveral ſober and moderate Men among 
them, conſidering their Station ; which I de- 
ſire that the Lord, in*his due time, may 
make able Miniſters indeed, not of the Let- 
ter, but of the Spirit ; and then they will 
follow the Example of the Apoltles, 'and 
Miniſter freely. 


]. Bockett. 
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Poor Mechanicks 
P LE A. &c. 


HE Conſideration of the great 

Oppreſſion and heavy Burden 

Tithes 'thar is impoſed 

upon the Tnbebitants of this 

Land, and lieth weightily vp» 

on the Laborious Huuband- Men 

and Farmers, that beſtow great Labour and 
Pains, and allo are at great Charges, in Ma- 
nuring and Ordering their Laxd, Sowing of 
their Seed, Maintaining of - Servants, keepirtz 
of Cattle, great Rents and Taxes, &c. and ma- 
ny Caſualties and Hazards they are liable 
unto ; then patiently waiting the appointed 


« Seaſon, and expeCing (through the Lord's 


Bleſſing ) ro Reap the Fruit of their Labowrs ; 
but perhaps a quarter ( if not more) of theic 
Profit is jaked away by the Tithrmniongers 
Servants: Bur Chiefly this unreatonable FPay- 
ment of Tithes is moſt heavy and burden- 

A'3 lome, 


(6) 
ſome upon thoſe that for Conſcience-ſake can- 
not uphold ar maintain that Miniſtry. which 
takes them, which they believe is not of God. 
And this is one of the moſt Principal Pillars 
by which the National Miniſtry is upheld, to 
wit, Tithes. | 

Therefore, confidering this, it is iny my 
Mind to; write concerning the fame, gnder 
theſe Three Heads or Chapters. 4 


Firf, Of the Manner and Nature thereof, - 
and End for which they were given under 
the Lew, and their Aboliſhment. 


\ Secondly, Of the Maintenance of Chrift's 
Miniſters under the Geoſpel-Diſpen/ation in the 
P;imitive .Times. 


And Thirdly, Of the Eſtabliſhment of Tithes, 
after the Apoftacy entered, contrary both: ta 
Law and Geſpel ;, with the Teſtimony of An- 
cient Chriſtians againſt the ſame. 


A < +. 
CHAP. I. 
Of the Manner of Tithes, and the End 


for which, they were given under the: 
Law. and their Abokiſhment. 


ITHES were comminded by the Lord 

. under the Law, or Firſt Covenant, t0. be 
paid by 1/74el in the Land of Canaan, untothe 
Tribe of Levi; and that any other People or 
Nation had the like command ro pay them, is 
not ſo much as mentioned in Scripture ; and 
this only was In and-under the Firſt Covenant : 
Fot this Tribe the Lord choſe; and fet apart 
for his ork and Service of the Tabernacle and 
Office of the Prieſthood ; fot the Lord faid, I have 
given the Children of Levi all the Tenth in Iſrael, 
for an Inheritance for their Service which they ſerve, 
even the Service of the Tabernacle of the Congre- 
gation, Numb. 18.21. And they had no other 
Inheritance among their Brethren, far the Lord 
was their Inheritance, Deut. 16,9. And of che 
Tithe of the Land, whether the Seed of the Land, 
or Fruit of the Tree, it was Holy unto the Lord, 
Levit. 27.30. And when they had received 
of their Brethren, the Children of 17ael, as 
from the Lord, their Tithe, or Tenth, they 
were commanded to Offer an Heave-Offering of 
A 4 | i3 
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(8) 
it to the Lord alſo, even a Tenth part of the Tithe, 
Num. 18.26. And this was the Portion of 
Aaron the Prieſt, far himſelf and. his Sons, even 
the Tenth of the Tenth, or an Hundreth Part, 
Num. 18. 19. | 

So by this it is evident, that zhe Cauſe or 
Reaſon, why the Tribe of Levi received Tither, 
was, 1/4, Becauſe they had no Part, Partion 
or Lot in the Land, as the other Tribes had. 
44ly, Becauſe it wes their daily Work to ſerve 
al th Tabernacle, and to þe aſſiſtant tq the Priefts, 
in Killing and Offering Beaſts, &c. for $acri- 
fice ; with many other\things, too numerous 
$0 b> here inſerted, byt may partly be ſeen in 
Numb, 3, 4, & 8 Chapters. 

Moreover, Thijs one Tribe may be thought 
to be (if not a full Tenth, yet) near a Tenth 
part of the People ; but chey were not to en- 
oy or poſſeſs the full 7:the, or Tenth, them- 

ves ; for the H#idow, and the Fatherleſs, and 
the Siranger, that were within their ne, 
were to come and eat and bs ſarufied, Deur. 
14 29. For there was not to be a Beggar in [/- 
reel; yet the Paor were not tq ccale out of 
the Land, Deut. 15.1. ov 

NO 0 compare the per og Pratice 
the Nationat Miniſters, or s | 
of theſe Days, with the Manner and nts ha 
of the Levites and Prieſts under the Firſt Cove- 
wants as Eſtabliſhed by the Lord; I think there 
are bur few ſo blind, but they may ſee. a great 


D feronet and Comrariety. For 
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For obſerte, r. Here was.one whole 77ibe 
that rook Tithe, as the Lord commanded, 
which may be, as I ſaid, near a Tinth Part of 
the People in the Land. But, -I believe, the 
National Prieſts are not the Hundredth Part of 
the People in England, including their Wives 
and Children. Then note, How unreaſonable 
it is jn them, that call themſelves Goſpel-A45- 


. niſters, to exatt and rake Ten Times as much 


by the Law of Man ( conſidering their Num- 
ber propoxtionably) as the Levires had given 
them by the Law of God, and yet perform-not 
that Service for which they were given. 

2. There was nq other Tribe to receive 
Tithes, but only the Tribe of Levi: Bur if 
theſe Prieſts were put to prove themſelves of 
the Linage of Levi, and of Aaron's ſtock, it 
would puzzle the ſtrongeſt Brains amopgſt 
them, and be a harder thing for them to da, 
than hy all their Wiſdom and Perufal of 4n- 
cient- Authors they could perform. $o then, 
ſeeing they cannot prove themſelyes of that 
Race or Tribe, let them ſhew a Command, it 
they can, that any other Tribe had, to take 
Tithe, throughout the whole Bible. 

3- The Levites had no Inherigance among 
their Brethren in the Land of Canaan. Bur 
many of the Nationsl Prieft; have beſides their 
Tithes, Glebe-Lands, and ſome conſiderable 
Eſtates in Land, and other ways of Gain and 
Profit, ſufficient for a Competent Livelihood, 


(ro) 


4. The Levites or Prieſts. were to Offer Sa- 
erifice for themſelves, and the Sins of their 
Brethren almoſt continually. But the Priefs 
of * England for their Tithes, perhaps may Study 
a few Hours in a Week ro make up a Matter 
of their own Brain, and not from the Lord, 
and-\deliver it unto the People for a Divine 
Matter. ' For it would nor agree with the 
manner of their Education, Perſonally, to take 
upon them the Occupation of a Butcher, to 
kill Bullocks*- Rams, Lambs, &c. for Sacrifice; 
neicher-ro be ſo Laborious, as the Lewvites and 
' Prieſts were- Under the Law. - So then they 
come ſhort of the Prieffs due, which. was the 
Shoulder, the to Cheeks, and the Maw, Deut. 
#8. 3. but their Scomachs are uſed to more 
dainty Fare, for the moſt part. 

:$/ The Ththes in the firſt Covenant did relieve 
the Widows, the Fatherleſs, . and the Stranger, 
that there was no beggar to be in Iſrael ; bur 
theſe National Tithe-mongers claim all forthem- 
ſelves, fo greedy they are of Gain, that fome 
of them artain. to ſuch a degree of Heighth, 
that they have ſeveral Hundred Pounds per 
Annum; vea, {ome ſeveral Thouſands, ſo de- 
firous they are rg enlarge 'and *angment rheir 
Benefices ; and if ſuch onr of their large Reve- 
mes do voluntarily contribute*to the relief of 
the Poor,” then perhaps .he is-called. a'govd 
charitable Man,  altho” the' Poor have as much 
right to Tithes -as himſclf, according ro the 

"2" may 
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Lawof God, aforeſaid; Deut. 14-29. And if 
choſe Tithes were now 1o divided, tharthe 
Poor of the Nation migtit have their part ro 
relieve» their Neceſſities, there would nor be 
that multitude of poor diſtreſſed miſerable Peo- 
ple abour "the Nation: as there are; - neither 
need-laborious Tradeſmen, and mean Houfe- 
keepers,” be. Burdened- with ſuch latge Pa- 
riſh-Rates and Aﬀcfſments rowards their Re- 
lief, - as is very evident they are in'*ſeveral 

places: | 
Now if it were poſlible (as it's not) that 
the National Miniſters could make full-proof © 
that all jthings relating to the firſf Covenant 
they did preciſely practice and obſerve, 'yet 
it would not avail them, or vindicate {uch 'a 
prattice under the ſecond Covenant, Or Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation; for the Lord faid by the Mouth 
of Feremy, That the days come that I will make 
4 New Covenant with the Houſe of Iracl, and 
with the Houſe of Judah : Not according #0 the 
Covenant that I made with their Fathers in the 
Day that I took them by the hand to bring them 

wy Land of Egypt, Fer. 31. 31, 32. 

ow this New Covenant, I believe there 
are none, or but few, but that do own it to * 
be the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, which was fulfilled 
when Chriſt came and Suffered ; for the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews alludes to the ſame place 
of Scripture, Heb. 8. 8, 9. and alſo ſpeaks, 
that if the f/ſ# Covenant had been — 
then 


(12) 
then ſhould no place have been found for the 
ſecond. for . that could not make him that did 
the Service perfeR, as appertaining to the Con- 
ſcience, Heb. 9. 9, 10. which ſtood - only in 
Outward and Carnal things ;. therefore the 
Lord ſaid, I WIHEIT make « New: One : And 
Chriſt the Everlaſting High Prief, Heb. 7. 27, 
28. came ro do his Father's WITT, and offered 
himſelf up once for all; ſo he taketh away the 
firſt, that he may Eftabliſh the ſecond; Heb.10.9. 
and changed the Levitical Priefthood ; and the 
Prieft hood being changed, there is made of neceſſity 
a change #iſo of the Law that was Outward, 
Heb. 7. 12. for Chriſt was the End thereof, 
Rom. 10. 4. in which, Tithes were included, 
being a Fewiſh Rite, belonging to that Prieſft- 
hood. 

Naw I cannot perceive that any can reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe, that. the Tithes ( or Wages as I 
may fay ) being Fewiſh, that was due to the 
Levites for the Work and Service. of the Law 
ar fir ft Covenant, ſhould remain in force as due 
tq thoſe that never were imployed in that Ser- 
vice, and alſo not of Iſrael's ſtock, eſpecially 
when all-chat was aboliſhed for which they 
were given. 

Bur the ſecond Covenant which was not ac- 
cording to the firſt (viz...) Outward, was, That 
the Lord would put his Law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their Hearts, and there 
thould be a more Univerſal Knowledge of the 
Lord, 


- 
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Lord, Heb. 8. 10, 11. for his Spititin this Ge- 
ſpel-Diſpenſation of the- New. Covenant, is pou- 
red fourth upon Sons and Dayghters, Ats 2.1 [4 
as was propheſied: by . Foel, chap. 2.28.10 
that the Chriſtians can fay (as they witneſs 
the fulfiling of this Promife) ther which may 
be known of God « manifeſt in them; for Gad bath 
ſhewed it unto them, Rom. 1. 19. For they being 
delivered from the Law ( that being dead in which 
they were beld ) that they ſhould ſerve the Lord in 
newneſ+ of Spirit, and not-in the oldneſs of the Lets 
ter, _ 7. o he 6 
So-it plainly a that the firſ# Covenant, 
or Diſpenſation of the Law that: was Outward, 
and chiefly relating:rothe Fewr, 'was'aboliſh- 
ed by Chriſt ; and the ſecond Covenant or Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, came to'take phce ; which is: @r- 
ward and Univerſal, to as many as believe, 
both Fews and Gentiles, Rom. 10.12. 


> ——— 


CHAP.H. 


Of the Eſtabliſhment and Maintenance of 
' Chriſt's Miniſters #»der the Second Ca- 
- venant, or Goſpe-Difpenſation. 


'T Hen Chriſt-fent forth his Diſciples co 

+ Preach unto the People, he ſaid, 7he 
Harveſt truly s great, but the Labourers are few : 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, that 

| be 
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He { mark, it is God's: work ] would [end forth 
Labourers into the Harveſt. | Go your ways ( ſaid 
he) -behold Þ ſend you forth as Lambs among Wolves, 
Luke- 190. 2z'3. bur then their Commſſion was 
only to the 'Fews, and into ſuch Cirzes as he 
himſelf ſhould come; for he ſaid, Go not into 


the way of the Gentiles, bat rather to rhe loſt Sheep + | 


of the Houſe of Iſrael : — ye have received, 
Feely give, Mat. 10.'5, 6.8. by« which we 
may obſerve; altho”, the Few: at that time did 
pay Tithes, and it: was lawful for them ſo ro 
do, Luke 11. 42. for Chriſt had not yet ſuf- 
fered, yer tis Minifters:hadi\nq fuch Commend 
from him to receive them; but his' Command 
was, .that they: ſhould» :Eat: and Drink ſuch 
things as were ſci -before them, : by thoſe: that 
received them: and their 1Dottrme only. for the 
Labourer is worthy of. his. Meat, or Hire, Luke 
10. 7, 8. So-his:' Followers then( as well as 
now) were contented with his Allowance, 
for they returned rejoycing, and could fay, 
They lacked. nothing; for without doubr, 
ſuch whoſe Hearts were open to receive them 
and their Do&rine, were alſo open to commu- 
nicate to their Neceſſities. - 

But when Chriſt had /«ffered, and xofeagain, 
finiſhing what he came to do, John 19. 30. then 
he bid his Miniſters go and Teach All Nations 
(now, both Fews and Gentiles ) 'what t@ do ? 
To obſerve all things whatſoever I bave com- 
manded you (laith he) and lo 1 am with you 
ahvay, 


deed OE # 1E as 
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alway, even unto the End of the World, Matth, 
28. 19, 20. Now if all things that Chriſtcgonys 
manded were to be ;aught to. all-Nations to'\qh- 
ſerve, how can any ſuppoſe this-one perticu/or 
thing concerning his Miniſters Maintenance ſhould 
be.excluded from the reſt of things commangd- 
ed by him. But now I will ſhew how. far his 
Miniſters taught and obſerved his Command in 
this one point. 

Paul, that Eminent: Miniſter and Apoſtle, 
writing to the Church at Corint,. in bis firſt 
ile, Chap.- 9. ſaith, The Seal of mine Apox 
{teſbip are ye inthe Lord, ver(e 2. ſhewing thas 
be had begotten, them into, @ ſpely: Faith; 
Chriſt, therefore ſpeaks as unto: his: Childrens 
2 Cor. 12. +4. and queries-withthem, faying,; 
Have 'we ( meaning his Fellow-Labourers ) 
20t Power to Eat aud to Drink? Verl. 4. Have we 
not Power to- forbear. Working ? , Verl. 6. and, 
Who planteth a Þ incyard, and  eatetþ not of the 
Fruit thereof Or who feedeth a Flock and eateth 
no of the - Milk. of. the Flack? Verl. 7. Then 
{ſpeaking concernipg the ;Law, faith, Thou 
ſhals not muzze the Mouth of the Ox that treadeth 
out the Corn, verl.. 9, being written. for-our {a kes- 
(faith he) for the Labourer ts worthy of bus Re- 
ward, 1 Tim. 5.18, And if we have ſown w- 
to you-ſpiritual things Is it a great thing if we 
ſhall reap your carnal things? 1 COr. ge 11. And 
they which wait at the Altar, are partakers with 
the Altar; evin [0 bath the Lord ordained, that 
they 
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they which Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Go- 
fpel,” verl. 13.14. alſo, Let him that u taught 
ih the Word, communicate unto him that teacheth 
in all good things, Gal. 6. 6. | 

Now theſe are ſome of rlie Chiefeſt places 
in Scripture, that ſhews how far the Goſpel- 
Miniſters have Power tO partake or receive cay- 
nal things of thoſe that they imparted ſpiritual 
things unto, and none other ; wherein is not ſo 
much as a word- of Tithes or Tenths named, 
nor yet atiy particular Allowance, And having 
Food and Rayment (faith he) let us be therewit 
content, '1 Tim: 6: 8. So by theſe Teſtimonies, 
jt doth appear plainly, that there is att Agrees 
ment arid Concurrence between” Chtiſt and 
his Miniſters concerning this thing. 

Now how the National Prieſts Can plead for 
Tithes or Tenths, as due to Goſpel- Mmiſters, from 
Scripture, for my*parrt I cannot underſtand 5 
for there isnotany Command, or any Example; 
therein to be found, as I can perceive; and 
when ſome have been put ro prove it by Scrip- 
ture, ic hath been roo hard a task for them : 
But co claim it as their right, - they preſently 
flee ro the Law of the Nation; and fay, that 
That will give it them. 

Bur now I will alfo ſhew how the'Goſpel- 
Miniſters obſerved what they taught; Paul (as 
before) ſhews how far their Power extended ; 
But (ſaith he ) nevertheleſs, we have not uſed 
that Power, nor none of theſe things, but ſuffer all 

things 
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things Jef we ſhould binder the Goſpel of Chrift, 
1 Cor. 9. 12. Neither bave I written theſe things 

"that it ſhoild be ſo done unto me ; for tho' T preach 
the Goſpel, I have nothing to glbvy of, for neceſſity 
laid upon'mt;, yea, wo ts unto mie if 1 Preach 
not the Goſpel, verl. 15, 16. For if I do this thing 
willingly, 1 hav? «a Reivard ? But if ap aihſt my 
will, a Diſpenſation. of the Goſpel is committed unto 

. me: What s my Reward then? Verily, that whey 
I Preach the Goſpel, I may make the Goſpel of 

' "Chriſt without Charge, that I abuſe not my Powey 

in the Goſpel, verl. 17, 18. So here is a good Ex- 

ample for a Wear, akhough He had 

Power to partake of rheir carnal things, veins 

the Fruit of his 24mmifry, yer he rather choſe 

to work with his hands to help to ſupply his 

Neceſſities, 'than make uſe of his Power to ther 

and ſome others, A&#: 18. 3. & 20. 34, 1 Cor, 

4- 12+ 'r Thefſ. 2. 9. + Theſſ. 3. 8. leſt he ſhould 

be chargeable or burdenſome, {6 as to abuſe 

his Power ; for (faith he) T will nor be burden- 

Jome to you, for 1 ſeek not yours 5 but you, and 1 

will very pladly ſpend, and be-{pent for you, 1Cor. 

12: 19, thi Gilerines he a wks uſe of his 

Power of receiving carnal things in ſome othet 

Churches, to ſupply his Neceffities ; as appears ity 

2 Cor. 11. 7,8, 9. and Phil, 4. 144 15,16, 17,18. 

alſo he lefr a Charge to thoſe that were Rich in 

this World, to be Rich allo in good Works, ready 

to Diſtribute to the Saints neceſſities, Rom. 12. 14. 

and willing to communicate, 1 Tim. 6. 18, ho 
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with ſuch Sacrifice God ll pes Heb. 13. 
16. So by what hath been already ſaid, it is 
evident that Chrif's Minifers may lawfully 
work or labow with their Hands and alſo have 
Power to forbear working, where they fee it 
convenient; alſo, that they have Power tO re» 
ceive Temwporals ( if they lack ) of thoſe only 
that, receive their Mimifry ;.and farther, they 
freely gave as they had freely received; for a 
xerefſity was laid upon them to Preach the Go- 
Tp, whether they. partook 9of carnal things or 


not. | 
ut now if it were poſlible that the Nati- 
onal Miniſters could prove T iuthes due by Scrip- 
fure, unto true Paſtors, Teachers Or Miniſters, 
i would little avail-chen, except they could 
prove themſelves ſych, by comparing their 
Lives and PradGtices with thoſe thaz were truly 
{o indeed, according to Scripture-Teſtimony, 
which 1 believe they cannot do, but rather 
wil be found by this way of trial by Scripture 
(and I hope they will grant it is equal) to be 
in the ſteps of the Falls Prophets, Miniſters, &C. 

' Ando makethis appear more plain, I will 
here. Colle& ſome Teſtimonies concerning 
each of chem apart out of Scripture. 
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T. Of True Prophets, Paſtors, Miniſters, 
Teachers, &c. Their Marks. 


Amnel called all 15ael to witneſs, and ſaid, 
Whoſe Ox have I taken? Or whoſe Aſs have 
Ttaken ? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom 
have 1 oppreſſed? Or of whoſe hand have I recei- 
wed any Bribe to blind mine Eyes therewith ? And 


' I will reftore it you. And they ſaid, Thou baf 


not defrauded ms, nor oppreſſed ns, neither baſt thou 
taken ought of any Mans hand : And the Lord 
was #itneſs unto the Truth thereof, 1 Sam. 
12: 3, 4 5- And David, a King and Prophet, 
faid, He was upright before the Lord, and had kept 
himſelf from bu Iniquity, and the Lord rec 


; fe him according t0 the cleanneſs of bs hands, 


Pfal. 18. 23, 24. And-further ſaid, Thy Ward 
have I hid in my Heart, that I might nt Sin a- 
gainſt thee : For it i as a Lamp unto my Feet, and 
# Light unto my Path. For be had done the Com- 
mandments of the Laird, and loved and kept h« 
Teſtimonies, Plalm. 119.11, 105,166, 167. Agd 
the Lord ſaid unto Feremiab, Bebold 1 have yt 
my Words in thy Mouth, Jer. 1.9. And when 
ſaw the Word of the Lord become a Reproach, 
he thought to ſpeak no more in his Nanfe - 
But bis Word was its mine Heart (faith heY a 
a burning Fire ſhat up in my Bones, and I prac 
weary with farbearing, and could not ſtay, Jer. 
2 20. 9, 


- 


- - 
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20. 9. And theſe Prophets of the Lord, /pake 
by hs Spirit in them, Neh: 9. 30. by which he 
revealed bis Secrets unto them, Amos 3, 7. 1 Cor. 
2.10, And ſuch declared ba. Word faithfully, 
what the Lord put in their Mouths, x Kings 22. 
14. And Micah ſaid, Truly I am full of Power 
by the Spirit of the Lord, and of Fudgment, and 
of Might, to declgre unto Jacob his Tranſgreſſion, 
«nd unto I{racl bs Sin, Mic. 3..8. 

Chriſt commanded his Diſciples to Teach 
the ' Nations to obſerve his Commands (as 
aforeſaid ; ) but fr they were to tarry until 
they were endued with Power from on High,Luke 
24- 49-- Which after they had received; A&s 
1. 8. & 2. 4 they went forth ro Preach freely, 
and it was their Care to make the Goſpel Fee, 
and without Charge, as Paul (aid, I have coveted 
no Man's Silver, or Gold, or Apparel, but his 
hands miniſtred tg bis —_— ACts 20. 33, 34- 
And it was alſo the Pratice of others, as ap- 
pears, 1 Cor. 4.12. 1 Thef}. 2. 9g. & 2 Thef. 3. 
8, And their Gifts were Spiritual, whether 
Propheſie, Miniſtry, Teaching, Or Exhortation, 
1 Cor. 14.1. Rom..12.:6, 7, 8. For as every 
ane bad received the Gift, ſo they were.to miniſter, 


as good Stewards, -1 Pet.. 4. 10. And Paul was | 


made a Ainifter, not of Man, nor by Man, Gal. 
1. 1. but according to the Gift of the Grace of God, 
Fph. 3; 7. And their work was to Turn People 
from Darkneſs to Light, from the Power of Satan 
emo the Power of God, Aﬀts 26.18. Not that 
they 
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they were Sufficient of themſelves to do any thing, 
but their 'Sufficiency was of God, who made them 
able Miniſters. of the New Teſtament, ' not of the 
Letter, but of the Spirit ;; for the Letter killeth, but 
the Spirit giveth Life, 2 Cor. 3. 5,6. Now 
they received. the Spirit of God, by which they 
knew the things of God, which things they [pake, 
not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, 
but what the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 1 Cor. 2.12,3r. 
And then they could ſay, to thoſe that belie= 


ved, Ye are Witneſs, and God alſo, how Holily, 


and Fuſtly, and Unblameably, we behaved our ſelves 
among you,” 1 Theſl. 2. 10. | 


_ 


II. Of Falſe Prophets, Paſtors, Miniſters, 
Teachers, &c.. Their Marks. 


Alaam was. a Prophet, but his way was Per- 
verſe before the Lord, Namb; 22. 33. 
And Peter ſpeaks of ſome that followed this 
Balaam, * who loved the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, 
but chiefly them which walk after the Fleſh, and 
count it pleaſure to Riot in the day time, baving 
Eyes full of | Adultery, and that carmat ceaſe from 
Sin = ] be ning unſtable Souls ; an Heart 
they have exerciſed with Covetous Pratiices, 2 Pet. 
2. 10,13, 14, 15.. Which .is abhorred by the 
Lord, Pſalm: 0. 3. it being 1dolatry, Col: 3. 
5. And the Coverons 1dolaters, Eph. 5.5. They 
Bj3 are 
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are thoſe that the Prophet 1/aiah comparesto 
greedy Dogs, that can neverbave enougb ; looking 
every one for hu Gain ou bis quarter, Ha.g6.s I. 
And ſuch that teach for Hire, and divine for 
Money ; and he that putteth not into their Mouths, 
they even prepare War againſt bim, MIC. 3.5,1s. 
And they covet Fields Cor the Fruits thereof ) 
and take them by tyiolence, having the Power ( or 
Law) in their band, like old Ek's Sons, that 
took Memn' 5 Goods by force. So they oppreſs a Man 
and hs Houſe, or Heritage, MiC. 2. 1, 2. t Sam. 
2. 16. And by their means they bear rule , which 
is a borrible thing committed in the Land, but-a 
People loved 10 bave it ſo, Jer. 5. Jo. 31. And 
ſay; ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, Ua.-30. 10. 'S0 
theſe Prophets ſay, Peace, Peace, and there was 
no Pegce, Jer. 6. 14. And fay, The Lord hath 
ſaid, when he never ſpake by them, nor ſens them; 


yet they run, and Propheſie lies in bis Name, of 


the dectis of their own Heart, Jer. 14-14. & 23- 


21, 255 26, 30, 3t. Which is likened ro daub- 


ing with untempered Morter, or ſewing Pillows 
wader . Peoples Armboles, Ezek. 13. 7, 10, 11. 
Theſe-Prophers Conſpue together, like @ r0ar- 
57g Lion, ravening the Prey; they have devoured 
Souts, "they have taken the Treaſure. and precious 
things, they have made many Widows, Ezek.22. 
25+ They ſcatter the Sbeep, and feed themſelves 
with the.Fat, and cloth:themſelves with the Whol ; 
put. feed not 1he Flock, © nor ſeek that' which. was 
Zeſt. or uriven away; but-with force and. cruelty 


have 
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have ruled: The true Prophets cried #5 againſt 
ſuch; Fer. 23. 1,2. Exet. 34-2, 3,4 

And Chriſt compared fuch tw Ravening 
Wolves in Sheeps Clothing, and bids us Beware 
of them, for , their Fruits (faith he) ye ſhaft 
know them, +Mat. 7.15, 16. For they lovetogo 
in Clothing,” and love Salutations in the Mar- 
ket-places, and' chief Seats in the Synagogues, and 
the uppermoſt Rooms at Frafts, and to be called 0 
Men Rabbi, or Mafter, Mat. 23.6, 7. Mark 


' #2. 38, 39. Luke 20. 46. Theſe are Murmiurers, 


Complainers, walking after their own Lufts, and 
their Month ſpeaking great _ 44 ; ba- 
ving Men's Perſons in admiration, becauſe of ad- 
vantage, Jude 16. who by their Natural Knows 
ledge are become brutiſh, Jer. gr. 17. Jude 16, 
for it puffeth «p, 1 Cor. 8..1. and the natal 
Mean rectiveth net the things of the Spirit of God, 
s wito him ; neithe# can be 
know them,” becanſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
x Cor. 2. 4. They are of ihe Wirld, therefore 
ſpeak they of the World, and the World heareth 
them, 1 John. 4- 5. And the Traditions and Com- 
mandments of Men they teach. for DofSrine, and 
ſeem 10 draw near God with rhovir Mouths, and 
bottour bins with their Lips, but their Hearts are 
far away, Nt. 15.8, 9. Teaching things which 
rhey ought not for filthy Lucre ſake, Tit. v. 11. 
And b Couttonſmeſs ſhall chey with felgned 
Words, make Merchandize- of ſomes - prom 
them liberty, while they themſelves are the Ser= 
B 4 Vants 
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wants of Corruption, 2 Pet. 2, 3, 19. Such con- 


ſent not to wholeſome Words, . cum the Words of 
our Lord Feſus.Chrift, and to the Do&rine, which 
& according to Godlineſs, but doting about Queſti- 
ons, and Strifes of Words, whereof comes Envy, 
Strife, Railings, &c. 1 Tim. 6.'34 4, 5- From 
ſuch withdraw thy ſelf. | 


Now I have briefly inſerted ſome of the 
general, Marks mentioned in Holy Scripture; 
deſctibing both the true and: falſe Prophets, Mi- 
niſters, &c. and in the laſt deſcription it doth 
ſeem co appear, that the Phiſiognomp of the 
National Miniſters is me#t diſcerned, and there- 
fore have we juſt cauſe to believe they are no 
true Goſpel- Miniſters. 

Bur if any ſhould ſuppoſe that this way of 
2 general Proof or Trial is inſufficient to ren- 
der them no Goſpe!-Minifters, I ſhall alſo inſert 
a few particulars, wherein they, and the true 
Ainiſters of Chrift, are oppoſite, in Call, Life 
and Prattice, | 


Firf, Chriſt ſends forth, and gives Commiſſi- 
 en10. his Miniſters ; and they approved them- 
- ſelves as his Afnifters, in much Patience, in Afti- 

tion, in Neceſſity, .in Diſtreſs, &Cc; 2 Cor. 6. 4. 

Bur theſe National Minifters are ſent forth by 
Man; and their Commiſon they receive from 
Man, and by Man's Power. they are upheld. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Chriſt's Miniſters preached not with 
enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demon- 
ſration of the = and. Power, as they 'were 
taught by the Holy Ghoft, and as that gave them 
utterance, x Cor. 2. 4, 13. Ads 2. 4 Luke 
12. 12. although ſeveral were mean Mecha- 
nicks. | 

But the National Miniſters are fitted to their 
Miniſtry by the Wiſdom , and Study of Man, 
being partly educated at Oxford or Cambridge, 
their Learning and Studying -of Natural Lan- 
guages, Arts, Sciences, and Philoſophy, and old 
Heathen Authers, the Inventions and Traditions 
of Men; who, by their Natural Induſtry and 
Parts, attain to their ſeveral Degrees, until 
they are thoughe of Ability co: ſet up for 
themſelves. 


Thirdly, Chriſt ſent forth. his Adiniſters as 
Sheep among Wolves, and bid them be as Wiſe 
as Serpents, and as Harmleſs a Doves, Mat. 
10.16. | 

But ſome of the National Minifters rather 
appear to be'in the Nature of Wolves 'them- 
ſelves, in Sheeps Clothing ;, for their Works bave 
200 evidemly manifeſted the fame, by making 
Havock and Spoil of the Goods of their inno- 
cent and harmleſs Neighbours, and wisently 
-taking the ſame from them; and nor: only ſo, 
but ſometimes caſting their Bodies into Priſon, 
and there have cauſed them ro remain _ 
I; the 


an 
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the Expiration of their Days, becauſe they 
could not for Gonſcience ſake pur into the 
Mouths of theſe that are greedy of fltby Lucre, 


or ſuch chat ſeck their Gain from their quarter. | 


Fourtbly, Chriſt commands his Afiniſters to 
go from one Place,. City, or Nation, to ano- 
ther, 'ro Inſtrut or Teach the People, and 
promiſed 19 be always with them to the Worlds 
End. | | 
- But the Priifts and Biſhops are limiced with- 
' In their particular Dizceſſes and Pariſhes, great 
part of their Days; except ſometimes when 
A large Bemefice is vacant, then ſome that have 
refided-in a ſmaller Benefice will ſtrive hard to 
get into it: So when they do Remove from 
one place to another, it is to get more Aoney 
by an bargain ; and unto ſuch Calls as theſe, 
( viz. Comte wp higher ) their Ears are very at- 
tentive 3 buttoaforlake a large Benefice, and vo- 
Juntarily take a ſmall One, I never yer heard 
of one that did it. 


. Fifthly, a —_—_— -_ recerved their 
- "But this is nor'the aL 4. + _ 
Pays ; for they. (ortheir Parents) ſometimes 
are at great Charge and Expence in fitting them 
our 10. their. Zrade or Miniſtry, and maintain- 
ing them art the Univerſity. teveral Years; fo 
rhat they cannor-truly ſay, they haye yoga: 
: ceiv 
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ceived their Miniſtry, neither do they feely 
give the fame; but the People muſt b»y ir, fuck 
as will have it ( and fuch as will net are for- 
ced to pay) at a dear Rate, confidering how 
lirtle it is worth: Far from Seven Years ro 
Seventy, they remain confeſling themſelves to: 
be Miferable Offenders, -an@ that "there is no 
Health-iti them3 and this is an evidenr Token' 
that the Lord never ſent them, becauſe they 
turn not the Peaple from their evil ways, Jer.23.22. 


Sixthly, Chriſt's Miniſters were not to be as* 
Lords over the Heritage of God, nor cach' 
other ; Chriſt himſelf forbid ir, and faid, It 
ſhall not be ſo among you, Mat, 20. 26. 1-Per. 


5+ 3+ | 

But them of the National) Miniſtry exerciſe 
Lordſhip. over their Plocks, and each other ; 
ſome being called Lords Spiritual, ard receive' 
or embrace the Title of Right Reverend Father 
in God-— Lord Biſhop of ——. 18.contrary 
co the Miniſters of Chriſt, \ 2:30, 11 

If 1 ſhould reeite all particulary that mig 

be mentioned, wherein there is adiſagreementr, 
or contrariety, between the rrue Monifters of 
Chriſt in the Primitive Times, and the Natio- 
nal Minifters in our Days, it would much en- 
large what I intend therefore theſe particu- 
lars in this place may ſuffice, to ſhew the diffe. 
rence berween them. $o to conclude thisparr, 
L ſhallleave theſe four things for them to prove 
by Scripture, it they can, 1 


Aj + 
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1. To: make Proof that they are. Chrif”; 
Miniſters, by taking his Miniſters for their 
Examples, or comparing their Lives/and Pra- 
Aices with thoſe that were truly fo in the 
Primitive” Times, Phil, 3. 17. 1 Theſſ. 1, 7. 
2 Tim. 4. 5- | 

2dly. That his Miniſters have any Power or 
Authority from him to take, where it is not 
freely given. 

g4ly, That his AGnifers may, or did contend, 
ftrive for, or compel any to give them of the 
things of this World, although they did par- 
rake of their Miniſtry ; for a Servant of the Lord 
muFft not ſtrive, but be gentle to all Men, 2 Tim. 
2, 24. | 

4tbly. And laſtly, That his A£nifters may or 
did ever force Tithes or Maintenance by Law, 
from any that did not receive them, and their 
Dotrine or Miniſtry. | 

Now if they -can make full Proof of theſe 
four things by plain Scripture, the Controver- 
fie about 7irhes would ſoon be ended ; for I 
believe there would be an Univerſal Conſent 
thereunto : But in the Interim I ſhall rurn to 
my third or laſt Head or Chapter, 
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CHAP. IL 


Of the Eſtabliſhment of *Tithes after 
the Apoſtacy entered, * with "the, Te- 
ſtimonies. of ſeveral Ancient 'Chrifts- 
ens againſt the ſame : 


Being « chiefly ColleBed out of ). Fox's. Aﬀts and 
Monuments, vol. 1, ot4 Impreſſion a Book, 
which, I ſuppoſe, mo## Proteſtants have a good 
Eſteem of. 


_ Do not find that the Primitive Chri- 
fans paid or received Tithes through- 
out all ch& Ten Perfecurions, or 2bout Three 
Hundred - Years after Chriſt; -but then the 
Church was maintain d by the free Benevolence 
of the People ; as witnefleth Origen, Tertullian 
and Cyprian; and alſo for the next Three Hun- 
dred Years, when Heatheniſm bore Sway in 
this: Nation, which was tilt about the Year 
606. about - which time. Auguſtine the Monk 
was ſent hither by Gregory (called) the Grear, 
over from Rome, afliſted with ſeveral Preach- 
ers, to Convert the Saxons from Paganiſm to 
Popery; Ethelbert being then King of Kent, who 
was converted, and afterwards his SubjeRs : 
This Ethelbert is ſaid to be very bountiful to 
Auguſtine, and gave him the Lordſhip dere 

icf 
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Chief City of Canterbury; yet I do not find by 
Hiftory, thathe gaveihim Tithes, ,or Cominand- 
ed Tithes to be given him. 

Bur«abourthe Year of our Lord, 786. as ic 
is-xeported, a Council. being held in-Mercia by 
rwo Legates, tent from Pope Hadrien the Firſt, 
wherein Tithes wete 'Efabliſhed ; 1o it ſeems 
the firſt L2w for payment of Tithes came from 
the Pope, and was agreed and conſented un- 
to'by Of, being at'thar time King of Mercia, 
(which was then abour' aſeventh part of Eng- 
lend ) who by Counſel of his Queen, cauſed 
Ethelberr, firſt King of the Eaſt-angles, to be 
Slain upon falſe ſuſpition ; and ar lengrh this 
Off, underſtanding the' Innocency of. Ethel- 
bert, and the Heinouſneſs of the Fak gave 
the Tenth part of his Goods to Holy Church, 
m the remembrance of this Ethelbert ; and 
built a Aondftery befides, endowing it with 
Lands and Rich Revenues, for Maintenance 
of 4 Hundred Monks; thinking theredy to 
expiate or leſſen his Sins, and merir Salva- 
tion 3 ſo. afterwards went to Rome for his 
Pennance, where he gave the 'Church of 
St. Peter ' a Penny for every Houſe through- 
out his Dominion, A#s and Mon. vol. i. p. 
t17. 

And Etbelwolf, Son of Rgbert, liking a Mon- 
-kiſh Life, gave the Church-the 7irhe of all his 
Goods:and Lands, p: 122. 


And 
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And alſo *tis ſaid, That Athelfon about An- 
0 924. Cauſed his younger Brother, Edwin, 
to be ſet in an old rotten Boat, inthe broad 
Sea, were he being 4di/maied with the rage of 
the Wind, caſt himſelf over-board,. and was 
drowned ; which done, Athe!fon the King; 
coming to remembrance of himſelf, was ſtri- 
ken with great Repentance, .and underwent 
Pennance the ſpace of ſeyen Years together, 
and alſo built two Moneſteries, and decreed that 
Tithes ſhould be paid, hoping thereby to 'ex- 
piate his Sinsz the Form of which Decree or 
Law Was this, 1 
I Athelſton, King, charge and command all 
my Officers throughout my whole Realm, to 
give Tithes unts God of my proper Goods, as 
well in living Cattle, as in the Corn and Fruits 
of the Ground, and that my. Biſhops likewiſe of 
their proper Goods, and mine Aldermen, at:d 
my Officers and bead Men, ſhall- do the ſame ; 
and he wills them to declare it to ſuch as 
be under their SubjeRtion, &rc. Aft.and Mon. 
P- 137. : 
£dpar alſo about 959. is ſaid to have con- 
tinued, the payment of Tihbes, .who being a 
Man of a vitious Life, diſplaced married Priefs; 
and brought in Mank: of a fingle Life to poſlets 
their Places: He was a Neflowrer of Virgins, 
and other laſcivious As ; he alfo built and 
repaired divers AAonafteries and Nunmeries. 


Then 
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Then Canute the firſt Daniſh King, who be. 
ing Guilty of, or had conſented unto, the Blood 
of Edmund and Edward, Sons of Edmund Iron- 
fidez who were Heirs to the Crown; for 
which cauſe it is {aid, about 1c16. he con- 
firmed Tithes, and in great Devotion built and 
endowed the Monaftery of St. Edmond (now 
called St. Edmund 5-bury, in Suffolk ) for the 


feeming Ghoſt of thisSt. Edmund often affright- 


ed'him. 

So'abour this 'time ( which was a time of 
great Darkneſs and —_— ſeveral ſuch 
like Examples might be produced, whereby 
the Nation came to ſwarm with ſeveral Rel;- 
giows Orders (to called) and Monaſteries, Nun- 
weries and Abbies, were Erected and Endowed 
with large Revenues and Tithes for their Main- 
tenance, that the Donors -or Givers-thereof, 
might have their Sins remirnred, through: the 
Prayers and" Interceſſion of fuch that receiv'd 
them, 

Now in this ſhort Relation,- there are three 
things worth Obſervation, wiz. 


1/f, It was near 800. Years after Chriſt, 
before the - firſt- Law for payment of Tithes 
feems ro be made in England. 

2dly, Tithes 'wete firſt given to the Church 
by the Pope's Authority, and confirmed -by 
Fopiſh Kings and Princes, that had been Guil- 
_ ty of, or had conſented unto, Murder or Blood- 


ſhed ; 
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ſhe; or fome' other Heniows Offence, | for the 
moſt parr. : rm 

3dly, Tithes were not given firſt to Chriſt's 
Miniſters to Preach'the Goſpel, but to the Po- 
piſh Clergy, as Prieſts, Monks, &C. to maintain 
them 'in theit Idle Superſtitions Prattices ; in 
faying and ſinging of Maſſes, and praying for 
the Souls of their BenefaRors, that thereby 
(as is ſaid) they might have their Sins remit= 
_ ted, and merit Salvation. 

So it is evident, thatthis way of maintenance 
of Miniſters by Tythes, aroſe from the Pope, 
and was impoſed by his Authority, without 
any ground for-it in the. New Teftament, not 
yet praQtifed in the Apoſtles days, nor thoſe 
that ſucceeded them for ſorhe Hundred Years 
afterwards, until the DoQtrine and Orders of 
. . the Apoſtles 'were negleCed, and Errors, He- 
reſies, Idolatroiu and Superſtioms Prattices came to 
take place. | 

Bur yer for a Thouſand Years after Chriſt, 
or 'more, it is obſervable that the Poor and 
Needy had a ſhare and part in the Tithes that 
was then given; for their Maintenance, whictt 
had ſome reſemblanee to Moſes's Law ; but 
,abourt this time the Clergy began ro be fo far 
degenerated from Primitive Chriſtianity, that 
much Pride, Idlene(s, SonfRe, Covetouſneſs, 
Schiſms, Luxury, and other Evils, were ctept 
into their Church, which might be the caufe 
that ſeveral of the Hearts of the People were 
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withdrawn from ſuch freedom in Adminifring 
their Tithes to the Clergy, bur gave more to 
the Poor, thinking it better beſtowed without 
doubt z which the Clergy preſently perceiving, 
began'to make Laws and Decrees, to compel 
the People to pay all.co them, that they might 
fill their own Pockers; whereby the Poor 
came to be left deſtitute, and till are, of that 
which was at firſt given' as their Right. 

One of the Synodal InjunCtions of Anſel- 
»w, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 1106. was, 
That no Tithes ſhould be given, but to the Charch. 
AQ. and Mon. p. 176. 

And about 1 180. a Corncil being held under 
Pope Alexander the Third, obſerving the Poor 
to have much given them, made a Decree to 
reſtrain Peoples Freedoms in that cafe. 

And about 1215. at the Council of Late- 
ran, under Pope Innocent the Third, it was de- 
creed, That Tithes ſhould be paid to the Parochial 
Prieſts. 

And alfo about 1279. at a Council at Lyons, 
under Pope Gregory the Tenth, it was conlti- 
ruted, That it ſhould not benceforth be lawful for 
Men to give their Tithes as they pleaſed, as they 
bad done, but pay all to the Mather Church. 

Thus you fee how the Coverous ' Clergy 
have, by Popiſh Laws, got all to themſelves 
(and robbed the Poor of their Right.) Ne- 
verthelefs, in this time of Groſs. Darkneſs, 
and Midnight of Popery, the Lord raiſed 


up 
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up ſome to ſtand as Faithful Witneſſeſs for him, 
againſt this Anti-cbriſt;an Yoke of Tithes, and 
forced Maintenance, as well as other Super- 
ſtirious things: But for- Brevity ſake, I ſhall 
only'mention a few Teſtimonies to this pur- 
pole. 

Arnulphus, Arch-Biſhop of Lagdan, whoTi- 
ved in the time of Pope Honoriws the Second, 
1127. to the Clergy he ſaid, 5 I Preach to you 
* the Truth, \and blame your Pride, Stout- 
* neſs, Avarice, Incontinency, with your un- 
* meaſurable Greedineſs of getting and heap- 
© ing up Riches. Wirth much more that they 
could not bear; therefore 'tis ſaid, © They 
* privily took him, and drowned him, Teſt:- 
mony of the True Church of God, p. 97. 

Gulielmus de St. Amore, a Chief Ruler of the 
Univerſity of Pars, about the Year 1260.. in 
his « «th Sign of true and falſe Prophets, faith, 
© That true Apoſtles do Pregch only for God's 
* Cauſe, and for the Health of Souls, and 
**for no Temporal Gain, bur only to the 
* Glory of Chriſt. Falſe Prophets do Preach 
* upon ſpme occaſion, as either ſeeking fome 
* Commoduy at the Hands' of Men, or <lfe 
* becauſe of getting Goods, Honour, and 
* Praiſe among Men. Therefore theſe evil 
* and naughty Preachers, which Preach for 
* worldly Gain or Honour, or elſe for the 
© Praiſe and Commendation of Men, be no 
© true Apoſtles, bur falſe Prophets. And in his 
C 2 18th 
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13th Sizn, faith, © That true Apoſtles do'not 
* deſire the Riches and Goods of them to 
whom they Preach (much leſs of thoſe to 
whom they Preach not) © whereby they 
© are diſcerned from Wolves, wiz. from falſe 
Prophets; and brings Pau!'s words, As 20. 
I have defired no Man's Gold nor Silver, but his 
hands miniſtred to ha neceſſities : * This Example 
* of Labouring ( ſaith be ) is a SpeCtacle for 
* Biſhops,. As and Mon. p, 290. 

TFobn Wickliff”s 17th Article for which he 
was Cenſured, was, © That Tenths (or Tithes) 
* are pure Alms, and that the Pariſhones may, 
* for the offence of their Curares, detain and 
* keep them back, and beſtow them upon 
* others, ar their own Wills and Pleaſures. 
Upon which Article is a large Diſpurarion, 
in which is ſhewed what Alms is (viz. ) 
* Alms is a Work whereby any thing is given 
* ro the Needy*of Compaſlion for God's 
© ſake, &c. And alſo ſhews, * That Tithes 
* were the Tributes of poor Souls, and that 
*the Clergy were not Lords thereof, but only 
* Stewards, and if they abuſe the ſame, they 
© are Thieves, Robbers, and Sacrilegious Per- 


* fons. And in the Prayer and Complaint of 


the Plywman, Which is thought to be the ſaid 
Foubn Wickliff's, "tis faid, * Bur Lord "there 
* cometh hired Men, and they ne feeden not 
* thy Sheep in thy plenteous Lelew, bur fee- 
* den thy Sheep with Dreams, and falſe Mi- 
© racles, 
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© racles, and Tales, bur at thy Truth they ne 
* come not; for Lord I trow thou ſendeſt 
© them never: Lord, of theſe hired Men, 
* ſpeaketh Feremy the Prophet, and thou 
* fayeſt that Word 'by him, I ne ſent them 
* not, and they run quickly; I ne fpake 
* unto them, and they propheciden. TFobn 
Hwus maintained F. Wickliff's Opinions, and 
ſealed the ſame with his Blood, at Prague in 
Bohemia. ' | 

William Swinderby, one of his Articles was, 
© That Tithes purely be Alms; and that any 
© Perſon that doth give his Alms to any, 
* which in his Judgment 1s not in necellity, 
© doth Sin in ſo giving jt. And in his Appeal 
ro the King, faith, © Chriſt's Law bids ro mi- 
© niſter Spiritual Things freely to the People; 
* the Pope with his Law ſells for Monty, - as 
© Pardons, Orders, Bleſſings, Sacraments, Pray- 
© ers, Benefices, and Preaching to-the People, 
Anno 1389. 

Walter Brute, which is ſaid to be a Man 
having the mighty Operation of God's Spirit 
in him, his 4th Article was, © That no Man 
© is bound to give Tithes or Oblations;, and if 
* any Man will nceds give, he may give his 
f Tithes and Oblations to whom he will, ex- 
* cluding thereby the Curates. — In his YVi- 
dication, faith, * It is plain that the Tithes were 
* given to the Sons of Levi, for their ſerving 
*1n the Tabernacle, and in the Temple of the 

C} | © Lord, 
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* Lord, as the firſt Fruits were given to the 
* Prieſts, and alſo their Sacrifices ; and fo 
* were the-Vows of their Miniſtry, as it ap- 
* pears in the Book of Numbers, Chap. 22. 
© But, for as much as the Labour of thoſe 
* Sacrifices did ceaſe at thecoming ( or Suffer- 
*ing) of Chriſt, how ſhould thoſe things be 
* demanded, which were ordained for that 


* Labour ? And ſeeing that the firſt Fruits | 


* were not demanded of Chriſtians z which 
© firſt Fruits were then rather and fooner de- 
* manded than the Tithes: Why muſt the 
© Tithes be demanded, except ir be, therefore 
* peradventure, becauſe that the Tithes be 
* more” worth in value than the firſt ,Fruits ? 
And farther, * Wherefore ſeeing that neither 
* Chriſt, nor any- of the Apoſtles command- 
* ed to pay Tithes, it is manifeſt and plain, 
© nceicher by the Law of Moſes, nor by Chriſt's 
* Law, Chriſtian People are bound ro pay 
* Tithes; bur, by the Traditions of Men 
* they are bound. With much more upon 
this Subject. 

William Thorp, in his Examination before 
the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 1407. faith, 
* That the Arch-Biſhop charged him with 
F Frenciing openly and boldly at Shrewsbury, 
* that Prieſts haye no Title to Tithes,. Part of 
his anfwer was, * That in the old law (which 
* ended not fully till rhe time that Chriſt roſe 
* up again from Death to Life) God com- 

| © manded 
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* manded Tithes to be given to the Levites, for 
© their great Buſineſs and daily Travel that 
* pertained to their Office ; but Prieſts, be- 
© cauſe their Travel was much more ecafie and 
* light than was the Office of the Levires, God 
© ordained that the Prieſts ſhould rake the 
© roth part of thoſe Tithes for their liveli- 
© hood ; but now (1 faid), in the new Law, 
© neither Chriſt nor any of his Apoſtles rook 
© Turhes of the People, nor commanded the 
© People to pay Tithes, neither to Prieſts nor 
* to Deacons: — He ſpeaketh, that Gregory 
* the 10th commanded new Tithes to be paid 
© unto Prieſts: = And alſo Chrift taught the 
* People to do Alms, "that is, works of Mer- 
* cy to poor needy Men (of Surplus (thac 
5) Superfluous of their Temporal Goods ) 
* which they had more than! needs to rheir 
* neceſlary livelihood ; - and thus, I faid, not 
* of Tithes, but of pure Alms of the People, 
© Chriſt lived and his Apoſtles, when they 
* were fo bufie in Preaching the Word of 
* God ro the People, that they might not 
* travel otherwiſe to get their livelihood ; 
© bur after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, when the Apo- 
© ſtles had received the Holy Ghoſt, they 
© travelled with their hands to ge their live- 
© lihood, '&c. | 
The Arch-Biſhop ſaid, ' * Thinkeſt thou this 
* wholeſome Learning to ſow openly, or yer 
* privately, among the People? Certain this 
C 4 * Do. 
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* Doftrine contrarieth plainly the Ordinance 
* of holy Fathers, which have ordained, grant- 
* ed and licenſed Prieſts to be in divers degrees, 
© and. to live by Tithes and Offerings of the 
* People. 

William Thorp, © If Prieſts live vertuouſly, 
* by the Example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
* without Tithes, &c. the People would give 
* them freely ſufficient livelihood. 

A Clark ſaid, © How wilt thou make this 
* good, thar che People will give freely ro the 
« Prieſt their livelthoad, fince thatnow by Law 
* every Prieſt can ſcarcely conſtrain the People 
© to give themtheir livelihood ? ; 

William Thoyp, * Sir, it is now no wonder 
* though the People grudge to give Prieſts the 
+ livelihood they ask ; much People know 
+ how that Priefts ſhould live, and how that 
* they live contrary-to Chriſt and his Apo» 
© ſtles; the poor needy People are forſaken, 
* and left- of the Prieſts rq--be ſuſtained of 
* the Pariſhoners, as if the Prieſts crook no- 
* thing af the Pariſhoners for' ro help the 
* People. withal z : ſo the Pariſhoners pay 
* their Temporal Goods twice, where once 
* might ſuthce, jf Prieſts were'true Diſpenſa- 
* tors, Orc. 

Now if theſe faithful Witneſſes and Martyrs 
of Jeſus have obtained ſuch” a good Reporr 
for their ConſtanCy,,; as they have among 
Progeſtawts, Why ſhquld not their Tefonnagee 
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be thought worthy co be regarded ? : For 
doubtleſs, in what they have here declared, 
concerning Tithes, they had the holy Scripture 
on their {ide ; and not only fo, but the $pi- 
rit of the Lord in meaſure did aſſiſt and en- 
courage them, .to Declare. and. Teftifie againſt 
thoſe things which at this day are upheld 
and vindicated, and that by Thoſe that ſeem 
to have an honourable Eſteem of theſe firf Re- 
formers, though in Life, and Prattice conforms 


, not therewith, but are found in the ſame 


ſteps of thole they teſtified againf. | 
Bur to this purpoſe, I will further add par 
of the 15th Article of the Bohemians, againſt 
the Uſurping Power of the Clergy in their > np 
(viz.) * That they receive Tithes of Men, and 
* will of right have them, and preach and 
* ſay, That Men are bound to give them 
* Tithes ; and therein they {ay fallly, for they 
* cannot prove by the New Teſtament, that 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt commanded it, nor 
* his Diſciples. warned - no Man to do fo, 
* neither did. themſelves receive them : But, 
* although in the Old Teſtament it were com- 
| manded to give-Tithes, yet it cannot there- 
* by. be proved, that Chriſtian Men are bound 
* thereto; for this Precept of the Old Tefta- 
* ment had an end-in the- firſt Year of. (or 
* after ) our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, like as. the 
* Precept of Cirmumciſion, Wherefore, well- 
$ beloyed, confider and ſee how your Bi wps 
educe 
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© ſeduce you, and ſhut your Eyes, with 
© things that have no proof: 'Chri# ſaith, in 
* the rith of Luke, Give Alms of thoſe things 
© that remain; bur he ſaid not, Give the Tenth 
* of the Goods which ye poſſeſs; but, Give 
© Alms, &c. Amo 1403. 

Now, by ſome of theſe foregoing Teſti- 
monies, it feems, that Tithes were at firſt 
given alſo among ſome Chriſtiens, upon no 
other account, or ground, than they did 

ive Alms ; being left to every Man's free- 

om, which (tis faid ) was divided by the 
Biſhop, part to the Prieff, and part to the 
Poor ; but through Cuſtom and Uſage, and 
the Clergy's Coveroulſneſs, they at laſt became 
enforceable by their Laws and Deerees, and 
to be paid to another Uſe, than for which 
they were at firſt given; and ſo have con- 


tinued until this Age, through ſeveral Changes * 


of Government : For Generally theſe cunning 
Tithe-mongers can ſer their Sail ro the 
Wind, let it fit how it will, fo that by. it 
they may have their own Corn ground, or 
bring /arge Profit to themſelves ; for if we 
look a little back, until che Reign of Hen. 8. 
King of England, we ſhall find a grear Dif- 


ference and Contention between Him and the * 


Pope, infomuch that ar laſt he denied the 
Pope's Supremacy and Autbority ; and it was 
aboliſhed in England by Parliament, and an 
AG made, which gave the King all Religioas 
Houſes, 
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Houſes, with all their Lands and Goods ; and 
the Clergy rook an Oath, that they would 
Renounce the Pope's Authority, and Swore to be 
true to the King, his Heirs and Succeſſors ; 
they alſo acknowledged their holding their 
Biſhoprick of the King Only, Petitioning him 
to make Reſtirurion of the Temporalities of 
the faid Biſhopricks ; ſo they then acknow- 
ledged the King to be Supreme Head of the 


Church, as they had done the Pope before ; fo 


this King, with his Parliament, made two A; 
for the Recovery of Tithes. 

After him Reigned his Son Edward the 
6th; in whoſe Reign, Injun@ions were ſer 
forth, for the pulling down, and removing 
of Images out of their Churches ;- and alfo the 
Book of Common-Prayer was eſta» , | 
bliſhed ; ,and another A#, made . grow trom the 
for the Payment of * Predial Grovnd.n 
Tithes. | 

After him,. his Siſter, Queen Mary c 
to the Crown, ſhe put down Common-Prayer, 
and ſet up Popery and Maſs again z and the 
Clergy then Swore to be True to their Ho! 
Mother, the Church of Rome ; and their Holy 
Father, the —_ there being, abour Three 
Hundred that ſuffered Death for Religion in 
her time ; among which number, was of the 
Clergy about Twenty Six. 

ucen Mary dying, her Siſter Elizabeth 
came to the Crown; ſhe put down Maſs again, 
and 
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and ſet up Common-Prayer ; and ſhe was ac-. - 


knowledged to be the Supreme Head of the 
Church ; and as many of the Clergy as refuſed 
ro take the Oath ro her, were turned out of 
their Benefices ; . which was but abour One 
Hundred and Twenty that refuſed, in about 
Nine Thouſand ( being not One in Seventy) 
ſo by their Conformity, they ſtill retained 
their Benefices and Tithes, throughout the 
Reign of King Fames the Firſt, and Charles 
the Firſt, till the Year 1644. which was in 
che rime of the Long Parliament ; and then 
Common-Prayer was denied, and voted down, 
and the, DireFory (ſo called) for publick 
Worſhip was fer up, by a Synod of Prieffs 
then fitting at Weſtminſter ; the generality of 
the Clergy, rather than loſe their Benefices, 
did conform With this alſo ; but then they 
having denicd and renounced their Ordination 
by Biſhops, were not ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
that by former Laws had power to demand 
Tithes : Alſo about this time, there were ma- 
ny Petitions to the Parliament againſt them 
and much Writing for their Aboliſhment ;, ſo 
theſe Prief#s ( being quick-ſighted in fuch 
matters.) preſently ſaw danger, ' and made 
their Petitions to the Parliament for Them, and 
prevail'd, againſt the many Petitions that were 
to the contrary ; and then they ſued the Peo- 

le called Quakers for Non-payment in Olizer's 
Name, at (heir Courts, Aſizes and Seſſions, put- 


ting 
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ring many in Priſon till Death, and making 
Spoil of their Goods. 

And when King Charles the Second came 
to the Crown, and the, Common- Prayer Book 
was fer up again; it is yet well known to 
many now alive, how that many of theſe 

dy Priefts did embrace it again for Lucre 
ake, as Divine Service; although before they 
did reject it as Idolatrows : And fince which 


_ time, they have gotten other Laws made, to 


Recover the Oit that feeds the Light ', 
of their Goſpel, ( as wr of them tld, The Dread. 
rerm'd Tithes* ) which Laws _ —_— f 
have by ſome of them been $ 
Executed unto great Severity, on many of thoſe 
that for Conſcience ſake Cannot put into their 
Mouths. 

Thus it may be ſeen, what a great Eftrem 
theſe Men have of their high applauded Diane 
of Tithes, that generally they have conformed 
fo any Power that hath been uppermoſt, ra- 
ther than loſe their Profit and Gain gotten 
by their Craft, which is as a principal Pillar 
ro ſupport and uphold their Miniſtry ; and 
the Foundation of this Pillar ſeems to ſtand 
on a bad Ground, not warrantable by Scrip- 
ture, and many Thouſand are ( and have 
been) born up by it; and. if they perceive ir 
eo totter Or ſhake, then, for fear it ſhould fall, 
ſpeedily they - call our for help of thoſe they 
would ſcem to be above, which hitherto harh 


been 
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been granted them; but if their help! and 
fapport ſhould come to be withdrawn, then 
down it would fall, and without queſtion, 
many that is born wp by it, would tamble down 
with it ; for their Lives and Practices have 
bur little influence upon the Hearts of the 
People, by which they ſhould | be engaged 
freely ro Adminiſter unto them, as Goſpel- 
Miniſters. 

Now conſidering what I have. here laid 
down Concerning Tithes, I ſhall, alſo annex 
ſeveral Rea/ons why I am perſwaded the People 
Called Quakers refuſe tro pay the fame unto 
the Pariſh Prieſts; endeavouring thereby to 
remove the Opinion of ſome, that fay, It 
is only a pretended Scruple of Conſcience, Or 
nothing of Conſcience in It. 


Reaſon 1. Becauſe Tithes, as they are now 
paid, appear to be incqufiltent with all the 
Examples that can be produced from the Oi 
or New Tpſtament. | 

Reaſon 2. 'Becauſe Tithes, as they were 
paid by the Fews unto the Levites, was put 
an end unto by Chriſt, when he offered up 
himſelf an acceptable Sacrifice, once for all ; 


thereby aboliſhing that Prieſtboed, and-the Rites 


and Ceremonies thereof: And to uphold and 
maintain the ſame ſtill, is Fewiſh, and to deny 
Chriſt come in the Fleſh; therefore of Anti- 


chriſt, 1 John 4. 3. as 
eaſon 
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Reaſon 3. Becauſe Tithes, fince Chnit, 
hath. been brought in, and ſer up in the 
Church, by the Pope's Authority, and com- 
manded, to be paid by Popiſh Kings, Princes, 
Councils, &c. to uphold and maintain the; 


- Clergy, in that which Proteftants count Su- 


perſtuion. 
Reaſon 4. Becauſe to pay Tithes, is to un-. 

dervalue, and do contrary to, or cenſure, the 

Generation of the Faithful, who have born 


| 
* ' Teſtimony againſt it, and ſuffered under Popery - 


and Prelacy that upheld it, | 
Reaſon 5. Becauſe by paying Tithes, is co 
uphold and maintain ſuch a Miniſtry, that 
(with good Reaſon) we believe is inconſiſtent 
with the Miniſtry f Chriſt. 
Reaſon 6.: Becauſe that in ſo doing, we ſhall 
be found Hypecrites, in putting our hands to- 


help to uphold that thing, which we believes; 


the Lord hath determined co caſt down, and+ 
utterly aboliſh. 

Reaſon 7. Becauſe it is ſaid, Let every Man 
be fully perſwaded in bis own mind; and, What- 
ſoever is not of Faith, « Sin, Rom. 14. 5, 23-- 
And we are per{waded, for the Reaſons afore- 
ſaid, that we ought not to pay Tithes; and 
alſo believe, that the National Miniſters have 
no juft Right to it; therefore to us it would 
be a Sin tO pay it them. 
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